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The fine car at half the fine car price
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New Thumderhivd Styling . . . all 19 Ford models for "56 have the distinguished
look of this newest version of America's “mot wanted” personal car.

lrl Faord, for 1956, vou will find all the thrll and excite-
ment of Thunderbird power and Thunderbird siyling
teamed with a history-making new concept of driver and
passenger safety— Lifeguard Design!

Lifeguard Design iz another Ford first a Ford
first for “Safety First"

For years, Ford safety engineers in cooperation with
Unive

sitics, medical associatons and safety experts
have worked to determine the causes of accident injuries

.« 80 that a safer car could be built, They found that
over half of the sérious injuries were caused by the driver
being thrown against the steering column, octupants
striking hard surfaces inside the car, or being thrown
out of the car

For the "5¢
has been developed o guard against these
Ford's new Lifeguard steering wheel, door latches, seat
belts, and special padding for mstrument panel and
sun visors—the integral parss of Lifeguard Design—are
ted and described on this page.

“ord, a whole new family of safety features
hazards.

illustra

Newe Lifoguard
Stewering Wheel
Beautifully styled—and
designed with a deep
center to provide added
protection for the driver
from the steering column
in case of an accident.
Standard on all model,

New Ford Sear Balts

Provide new protection and
peace of mind, Optional for
both front and rear scats.
They're comfortabile and
convenient (o use. Ava
in colors that harmonize

Omnee you learn what Lifeguard Design can do for
you and your family, you will truly enjoy the greater
“peace of mind™ that comes from owning a "56 Ford.

And Lifeguard Design is only the beginning of the
Ford fine-car story for 1956!

Ford brings you new Thunderbird styling in all 19
models—long, low, breathtaking lines that only the
fabulous Thunderbind could inspire.

Ford now offers you Thunderbird power in every model

225 h.p. with the magnificent new Thunder-
bird Specis . These engines are so packed with GO
so completely responsive in all driving ranges that they
a sheer delight to drive. And you'll appreciate the feeling
of confidence that comes from the tremendous reserve
of passing power al your command,

In addition, Ford has many other fine-car features for
1956 . . . luxurions new interiors . . . the comfort of
smooth Angle-Poised Ride . . . wonderful handling ease
and convenience
Truly the *56 Ford is the fdn:

up o

7 ![Ui!“”_- construction and finish.

at half the fine-car price.
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New Thunderbird Power for all models

Now you can get Thunderbivd V-8 power in every one of
Ford's 19 new models! Up to 225 hop. in Fordomatic
Fairlanes and Station Wagons . . . up 1o 202 hop. in
Fordomatic Cistornbine and Mainline models,

New Lifeguard
Panel Padding

Ford makes svailable speceal, new protective
padding for the instrument panel and sun
vigor 0 guard you and your family againse
a major source of injury in ateidents.

New Lifeguard Door Latehes

New donble-grip design reduces the possibilivy

of doors springing open . , . gives added
protection against occupants being thrown from
the car in accidents, Standard on all models.




ainline . . . three new sedans—styled for distinction
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ustomline . . . a distinguished new Victoria
and two popular sedans

vew Thunderbid pvling of there Customiline
¢ of Ford's new V.8 engine,
1 76-h. p. with Fordomatic, 173h.p. with Conventional or Overdrive.
Asanao -l Thundecbiad V-8 with
Fordomatic, 200-h.p. with Coaventivnal w
Overdrive or, Ford’s mew 13%hp. 16,
With all models, vour gret the rxtrd protottion
of Ford's exclnsiye [ifesuard Deciygn,

Yiour'es ea mwciting
mdels. Yo ¢ the get-going ab
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Victoria

“Thabs orvins “Puanadinag™ . o . sewist of die Cunoms
tiee Pards . .. s an emart a8 5 corveriible, snug
35 2 sedan As in all Cusambines, wom per
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awrlane . . . seven finecar models . . . supreme in
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tation Wagons . . . America’s favorite Wagons number si

Parklane

Ulrea fashicaable additon o Ford's Suiaen Wagea
liee. Beautiful pew s1yietune ex0er oo br meniaing.,
spocially wmmmed ineerivo—carpoting ilnuuglsat
Viend opver sags weatly over luggage ara below
windpw lime, Two doors. ¢ pamengers big

Ranch Wagon
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WhETHER vou want two doors or four doots, seating for six or
eight pasengers, Ford has a Wagon that’s just right for you—with
just the degree of luxury and practicality you want. And what a
choice of power! You get the new 202-h.p. Thunderbird V-8
for '56 engine in any Fordomatic-equipped Ford Station Wagon—the new
200-h.p. Thunderbird V-8 with Conventional or Overdrive . . .
the maost power that's standard in the low-priced field. Or you may
get as optional, the magnificent new Thunderbird Special V-8 that
delivers 225-h.p. teamed with Fordomatic Drive. And available,
toa, is the even more economical 137-h.p. I-6 with any transmission.

6-passenger Has 4 wide doos—giving easy access i both 8-passenger
front and rear sests. Superior, casy-operating
COIJﬂtry Sedan rear garcs T smact pew Style-Tone cobors will CGLII'I!FY Sedan

attract admiring glances,

Traditionally, the mast popular S-passenger
Suition Wagon in the low-price field! Now,
more stylish than ever with exciting new colors.
And like all Ford Wagons ithas Lifeguard design.

Country Squire

Traditionally distinetive! Mahogany-finished
steel panels, with wood-grained, glas-fibre
moldings, add dash 1o the B-passenger Squire,
Swrage deck isnearly 9" x 5%, with tail gatedown,



resenting the new Thunderbird V-8 . ..
available in every '56 Ford!
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0 with confidence . ..

whenever, wherever you go!
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J_i ere is really smooth no-shift driving!
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in any car. Wi
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SPEED-TRIGGER FORDOMATIC DRIVE

derfully economical. An automatic “4th

ne loaf along at 35

car's actually

lets vour

es vou up to 15 cents

on every gas dollar

Ford Conventional Drive now has

d rmed pears to go with new

gine power for "56. It's the
anual shifting there 1.

New 12-Volt Electrical System

This brand-new electrical sysiem  provi
mare power 10 handle the ever-ine

number of accessaries makei for
starts and bewer igniton at
This 12-volt battery and higher-capacity

yilem i3 standard on all Ford cars

gener

Turbo-Wedge
Lombstion Chambers
These wedge-
air mixture v

ambers swirl fuel-
ftly and evenly thre
the chamber . . . for fast, complete burn-
ing. Ford's short-stroke, |
design bocsts power, extends eny

hout

Anti-fouling 18mn. Spark Plugs

They help maintain new-car perform-
ance longer. With more room between
plug core and shell, these plugs resist

ubing up to 3 times as long as conven-
al plogs . . . help curb pre-ignition
ell as mifiring

Double Twin-Jet Carburetor

TF'o provide betier breathing for
rapid acceleration and high speeds,
this carbureior has 4 barreis. Un-
like other sysiems, the additional
two barrels are brought into use by
cngine's areds, not gas pedal positon,

Au
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Optional Fo

pectacular new Luxury Lounge Appointments

Ford interiors are fresh and new
built for beauty and comfort.

New deep-cushioned seats are uphol-
stered in exquisite new fabrics. They are
cusiom-tailored and color harmonized

with all other interior trim . . . and from

a refreshingly new palette of colors! In-
teriors are color-keved to exterior finishes

Ford’s new Thunderbird-type control
panel, which “clusters™ instruments for
easy reading, also combines to give this
vear's Ford a truly fine-car décor

nr Vacfarsg inivpior shaoom

lime Fardar jaierior shoirs

New Crestmark Body

Slml:u amd sileml!

You can rest assured that surrounding
you and your family in the *56 Ford is a
body that's built for safety and fineness.

You'll find generous sound insulation
where you want it—under the roof,
hood, inside door, dash, and body panels.

The whole front cnd is full-welded into
one strong box-like unit which helps
avoid rattles and rust-inviting seams. Body
pi.]lul.s are extra narrow and extra strong
for safer, all-around driving.

This new Ford Crestmark body for
1956 is the strongest and finest thag Ford
has ever lule,




POWER

Here's power W help you park with

up w 759 bess effort—to asist you

in all your driving—yet let you re-
tain the “natural™ feel of steering
on street or highway,

Suwift Sure Power Brakes

It's wonderful how
o siep on the

ghily vou have
widal Lo stop.

ASSISTS

#-Way Power Front Seat
Press a button and power mmoves the
backward or [orward, up or

down, You get the exact leg room
1 want

s and the exact height
uchoose . . forsafer, easier driving

Power=Lift Windows

A Hick of a button on the driver's
door and you can raise or lower any
or all four side windows. There's a
handy bution under each window,

wo—{or passenger convenlence,

New SelectAire Conditioner

All-climate air-cooling, veniilating, heating,
defrosting, all in one | One lever controls every-
thing. Unlike many other car air conditioning
systems, here is a compact unit forward of the
instrument panel. It contains all elements so
that mo passenger or trunk space is lost.

PRIN B R MY
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New Electric Clock New Selectdire Conditioner Control

Smari, accurale thmepiece leis
you check time at a glanee.
Hluminated for night driv-
ing. Available for all models,

For cooled air, move the temperature contrel
lever 1o left. For wars air, move it right, Set
the blower lever at y " oag
desired. Adjustable air vents shown

New! Ford Signal-Seek Rudic

New P-tube radio automatically tunes in stations
in either direction of the dial. Bution (T) tunes
local suations, (C) gives broad coverage. Fine
new G-tube, push-button radic also available,

New! Ford Seat Belts
New! Eifsguare Padding

Swrdy Ford seat belts, front and rear, hold
you securely in your seal in casé of accident
-« » provide simple, onehand adjusiment
and release. Specially designed padding,
available for instrument panel and sun
visors, offers greater protection against
accident injuries.

New Magicdire Heater

Here's a wruly dependable heating, venui-
lating and defrosting system! You get even
heat distribution—temperature controlled,



Auto-Wipe Windshield Washer

Each time you press pedal, windshield is sprayed,
wipers operate automatically —in one operation,

Pursicle Rear-View Mirror

Convenient glareproof mirror
makes driving safer, Off-center
ball joint allows wider adjust-
ment, Durably chrome plated.

Back-Up Lights

For easy, safer backing up at
night. They food area behind
car with iwin beams of light
while car is-in reverse.

Fender Shields

They make your Ford even
dressier—keep mud from splat-
tering rear fenders. Made of
sturdy steel, available in colors

Wheel Covers,
Trim Rings

They se1 your Ford apari
from others in the block,
Eary 1o install, 10 cdean, io
remove for e rhang".

1o match the body,

Sports Wheel Carrier

Diress up your Ford like the
Thunderbird and enjoy
“—muore trunk space, too! Can
be casily installed by any
Ford Dealer.

OTHER
GENUINE
FORD
ACCESSORIES

Bumper Wing Guards
Cigarette Lighter
Deluxe Rear Antenna
Deluxe Steering Wheel
Door Edge Guards
Dual Exhaust System
Enﬂins Compartment
ht

Exhaust Deflectors

Floor Mats

Front Fender Antenna

Front Fender Shields

Governors

Grille Guard

Hand Brake Signal

Inside Non-Glare
Rear-View Mirror

Locking Gas Cap

Luggnge Compartment

Light

Map Light

Door-Top Mirror

Cutside Visor

Parcel Locker Light

Portable Spot and
Utility Light

Rear Deck Guard

Rear Seat Radio Speaker

Recirculating Heater
and Defroster

Rocker Panef Trim

Seat Coverings

Side Shades

Spotlight

Spotlight with Mirror

Tire Chains

Tissue Dispenser

Turn Indicator

Vanity Mirrors

PELSILE

ENGINES: Ford b6 (For all models, all pransmissions) —157-h.g. |
220 eu. in alispl.z pre % 3007 siroke s 8.0 1w 1 comj, rais
Ford W8 (foe Muindine and Cu e Models) =372 e,
im, adisply J00° bt i 10adi., 5.0 e 1 comp.
nmu. Lovei imile exhaus wil Haral ar Chver =

Sk b 1 opo y d-vemnrn
carbuarotor, single exhaust Frivanatio
Thunderbird V-8 (fir Manlisie, l.uplululluw Fairlane Series and
Station Wagonsh =292 co. e displ.; re % 500" wroked
B0 1o [ comp.
rransmmsion; 2084op., 8.4 o

Five.

Thundarbird Ipocia ae Series amd  Siation
Wagoush — 318 « 4.80° bawe x 3 440° sivodey
940 to 1 compression ratie, $35-hue, with Ferdomate Drve,

EMGIME FEATURES: Shuri-airoke, lu'n-fritllluh dewign, desp-
ee-tiapning, everbicad, mtake ansd exhanss

finel alimi 5 lall-pres-
» chak le ebecermal
i, w[EAr bagrery g

Im:li-wulut ADamip. geRersias,

CLUTCH & TRAMSMISSIONS: Semi-ceninfugal cluich with sus.
pended pedal, Coswentional Deive has 3 Torward speeds and 1
reverse. Dhverdrive has sutomaiie dih grar thai cuts i ai alsoat
25 ol cuts dut 51 sboue 22 mph

SPEED-TRIGGER FORDOMATIC: Torgue conmerier combsined
with sutomatic gear meclanism; aatic low gear™ sturis
with selector m D" position; Safery-Sequence Selector bover

o sieering column, with lbuminared dial in insgumeni panel.

FRAMEST 5 ocross - mcml-cr type with Kdiar conatruction, Specially
dexi d frames fr Victoria, Fairlane Victoria,
Furdor Viotoria, b||r|||r||‘r s Seation Wagons.

FRONT SUSPEMSION: Angle-Pomed Ball-Jome design with
dpiece aiabilioer, tbslar shock alisocbers ans tailored to-model
el BprInga.

REAR SUSPENSIOMN: Varisbic.rate, semielliptic type wath tension.
type shackles; dizgonally mounied bular shock absarberss
riction-cantrol lexl inaerts. Station Wagons have 7 leaves; other
maidels 5 feaves,

lave: composite fype bousk
8 or [ Conweniiomsl Drive:
4 00 Wi, 437 opt Ovesdrive: 4.27'81d. Pordomatic: 3,54 std,

CATIONS

Al oiher models, ratios {0 1} =Conventional Dive: with
VA%, 378 st 589 opet with [-6, 389 sud., 4

drive: with V.8'%, 399 -|.ul., 378 g with 1 10wl 069
opit. Fordomarsc: with V-4 or 1.6, .!.22 wicl., .56 opi.

STEERING: Farslichogramelinkage: 253 w1 oversadl ragio;
18-l Jspoke "deep-cenier™ sieering wheel. Approx. 41" turn-
g diammercr. Masicr-Guide Power Stcering optional st exirs eot.

BRAKES: Duubleseal hydraulic: suapended pedal; 117 dram.
Seation Wagorns, P04 sq. . lining area; all others, 180.2 sq. in.
Swift Sure Power Brakes optionsl st exirs cosl,

TIRES: 4-pdy tubeless on all models. 700 x 15 on Sgeass, Coundry
Sedan and Country Squire; alse on Customling Victoria,
lane Victoria, Crown Victoria and Sunliner with V-8 Engine
and Fordonsatic, 5,70 x 15 on all sther models.

DIMENSIONS: 1151
idwverall lengih—

wheelbase; 587 frout, 567 rear mreads.
ation Wagias, 197.8%; all athers, 198.5°,

BODY COLORS: Following are the 13 basic colors availahle:
Colnnial White, Raven Black, Matiium Gray, Buckskin Tan,
Fiasta e, Goldenglow Yellow, Mandacin Orange, Feacock
Rlue, Dismond Blue, Bermuda Boe, Nociurne Blue, Meadow-
mist Green, Pine Ridge Green, Cerrain colors are availsble in
Siogle-Towe o0 all models (except the Parklane) . Cerrain
colors are available in conventional Two-Tone ¢ Fects on Mainline
and Custonline Series, and on Station Wagons (exeepd Parklane,
Bopazsenger Coundry Sedan and Country Squire) . Selecied
Style-Tone combinstions are availalde on Custombine and Fair.
lane madels and an all Stanon Wagona (except Ranch Wagon
and Country Squirel . New Unique Two-Tone combinasons are
svatlabile on all Mainline models snd Rancl Wegon, Upholsiery
and tin are i hasmanizing colers 19 complenient the ex.
terior colors chosen, See your ocarby Ford Desler for Full
infurmanion,

OTHER AVAILABLE EQUIPMENT: Full-llaw wil filter, obl bath air
cleaner for 1-6 engine, Lifeguard i :mmam paned and s visor
paddung, 4-Way Power Sean, S
Guide Power Steering, Power-Lift I|v\r ul
Sedan), §-Hest tinied safery glass, Fordomatic, anlrm.
SelectAire Conditiener (Ror molels with Thunderbird Sgeecial
V-8, Thanderkird ¥4 and Ford V-8 engmes only) , white side-
wall tires, speeial Rl ansd vazuwm pump unit,

PRICES: All Power Awpistn and Accessories as well as some of
cutaloy ore ol extra
equipment yoo desire,

see your Ford Dealer.

The spreifications comiwinnd heretn were in effeet @l the Neve this ebslog was appreond for
priwting. The Ford Divison of Eord Motor Company vesereen the vight b discontieme woeleli
af sy fimé, or change spevifieations or design, withoud moivee wnd withoml tururring ofligation,

Form FO-7571 Bev. 1-58

Uiha, in US4,
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